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How Council Tax bands work

The amount of Council Tax you have to pay is based on your
Council Tax band. Your Council Tax band is shown on your bill.

The Valuation Office Agency have created a video that answers
common questions about Council Tax. It explains how homes are
placed into bands, and what proof you need if you want to
challenge your Council Tax band.
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How Council Tax works

Check your Council Tax band

You can check Council Tax bands on the Valuation Office Agency'’s
website. You will need the postcode.
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Check a Council Tax band

Breakdown of charges — 2024/25

Council
Tax
band

Reading
Borough
Council

£1,344.59
£1,568.68
£1,792.78
£2,016.88
£2,465.08
£2,913.27
£3,361.47

£4,033.76

Thames
Valley
Police

£179.52
£209.44
£239.36
£269.28
£329.12
£388.96
£448.80

£538.56

Royal
Berkshire
Fire and
Rescue
Service

£54.21
£63.24
£72.28
£81.31
£99.38
£117.45
£135.52

£162.62

Total

£1,578.32
£1,841.36
£2,104.42
£2,367.47
£2,893.58
£3,419.68
£3,945.79

£4,734.94

Breakdown of charges — 2025/26

Council
Tax
band

Reading
Borough
Council

£1,411.68
£1,646.96
£1,882.24
£2,117.52
£2,588.08

£3,058.64

Thames
Valley
Police

£188.85
£220.33
£251.80
£283.28
£346.23

£409.18

Royal
Berkshire
Fire and
Rescue
Service

£57.54
£67.13
£76.72
£86.31
£105.49

£124.67

Total

£1,658.07
£1,934.42
£2,210.76
£2,487.11
£3,039.80

£3,592.49


https://www.gov.uk/council-tax-bands#

Council Reading Thames Royal Total

Tax Borough Valley Berkshire
band Council Police Fire and
Rescue
Service
G £3,529.20 £472.13 £143.85 £4,145.18
H £4,235.04 £566.56 £172.62 £4,974.22

Challenging your Council Tax band

If you think your Council Tax band is wrong, you can challenge it on

the GOV.UK website. You'll need to provide supporting evidence

showing why you think your property is in the wrong band - for
example, details about properties that are similar to yours but in
lower tax bands.
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