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A Basil Champneys’ Masterpiece,
with /7 Beautiful Bedrooms and
Easy-to-Maintain Walled Garden

An amazing, 7-bedroom, late-19" century home,
designed by the celebrated, Victorian architect, Basil
Champneys, gracing a tree-lined street within the
conservation area of the County town’s Poets area.
Over 3000 square feet of stylish space with a treasure
trove of beautiful, original detail and with walled
gardens and driveway parking for 2 cars. Surprisingly
unlisted, Polam House is truly one of a kind.

The house is not just a beautiful and inspirational
home. It's within strolling distance of the railway
station, with its fast trains reaching London in under
40 minutes. You can walk to everything from shops,
pubs, restaurants, music venues, gyms, theatres and
cinema. Supermarkets are little more than half a mile
away, as is the lovely little Priory Primary School,
recently rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted. The world-renowned
Harpur Trust private schools and Bedford Free
Schools are all easy to walk to. Surgery, dentist and
opticians are yards away. One of the finest river
embankments in the Country, alongside the Great
Ouse, competes for weekend walkers and nature
lovers with beautiful parks and nearby countryside.

Beginning life standing alone with its attached
neighbour in 1886, Polam House has since been joined
by an eclectic mix of substantial properties within this
vibrant and interesting area. Built for a Boer War
British Army captain, it became the original Polam
School, within the home of its delightfully named
founder, Miss Crump.

Coincidentally, Basil Champneys is particularly
renowned for educational buildings across the
Country, from Oxford and Cambridge colleges to
Manchester’s John Rylands library, and the same
Gothic Revival detail that he incorporated into
Bedford High School for Girls can be seen here —
finials, hood moulds and decorative panels setting off
the lovely red brick walls. He considered architecture
to be “an art not a science.” And inside and out, Polam
House is a work of art.
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AT A GLANCE FURTHER FACTS & FIGURES
e Main bedroom on 1st floor / 6 further double e BT Superfast Fibre 2 broadband connectivity /
bedrooms over two floors (2 currently used as Council tax band: F / EPC rating: D

Studies), each with original fireplace o Bedford Railway Station: approx. 880 yards — fast

o New Family bathroom on 1st floor, with original trains to London: 39 mins
ﬂlreplzzce, t;vmh-ba?‘l;w Wa;bétanf ahnd restored, French, e Priory Primary School: 1000 yards / Bedford Free
claw-foot bath with traditional shower over School: 1.2 miles / Private Schools: From 880 yards

* Shower room on top floor o Supermarkets: 880 yards / Theatres, Cinema, Gyms,

e Laundry/Boiler room on 1st floor, with spaces for Pubs and Restaurants — all nearby
washer and dryer

o New Kitchen, with Shaker-style, painted furniture,
Belfast sink and stainless-steel dishwasher; American-
style fridge/freezer; Smeg elec./gas range cooker and
hood / Tall Chef's pantry, with oak interior

e Dining area (with space for sofa) — Exposed brick
chimney stack between working and eating area
(could take woodburner) — Bifold doors to garden

e Garden/Breakfast room, open to kitchen, with
French doors to garden

e Sitting room, with marble fireplace and French doors

e Snug, with marble fireplace
e Hall, with hidden coat/shoe area and cloakroom
o Cellar

e Gardens front and back, with decked areas,
Astroturf lawn and side area for bin storage etc. /
Garden shed

o Driveway parking, for 2 cars (tall wooden gates
could be repositioned)

e Mains gas central heating: Ideal boiler / Unvented
indirect hot water system / Security system
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A young wisteria begins its climb of the beautiful red
brick and looks forward to competing for attention
with the exotic Callistemon in the lovely, little front
garden. Sunlight dances through the stained glass of the
front door onto the gorgeous Minton tiles of the hall.
Between strikingly tall skirtings and intricate cornicing
high above your head, Farrow and Ball provides the
perfect finish. And you’re always happy to be home.

Even without listing constraints, the care and attention
that has been lavished on Polam House, and the
preservation throughout of wonderful original detall, is
remarkable. Yet it is timeless. This is every inch a home
for the 21st century family, as loved by the boisterous
child as the dedicated dinner party host.

Natural light pours in through tall, sliding sash windows
and French doors of the sitting room, onto beautifully
restored, original floorboards, the marble fireplace,
with its pretty tiles, a sign of things to come. But this is
not a home with one special room; every room is
special. The breathtakingly beautiful marble fireplace of

the snug warms the room even before the logs are lit.

The elegant staircase takes you to seven bedrooms over
two floors (hopeful teenagers might suggest the top floor
as an adult-free zone), each oozing character and original
detail, whether it be a cute Victorian wardrobe, a Scotia
fireplace, a beautiful, draped bay or a lovely wood floor.
The bathroom, with its restored French, claw-foot bath,
twin-basin washstand and space for an easy chair must be
the perfect place to wash the cares of the day away.

In the kitchen, open to the garden room and with its
gorgeous, quarry tiles and quartz-topped Shaker furniture
built around a Belfast sink and range cooker, the lovely,
exposed brick chimney, which separates the working area
from your table and sofa, would happily take a cosy winter
woodburner, if you so wish.

And in summertime, it all extends, through superb bifold
doors, to your easy-to-maintain garden. Two outdoor
rooms, amazing fig tree watching over children at play in
one, water feature in the other, bee-friendly raised beds in
both. The perfect place for al fresco dining with friends,
surrounded by beautiful red brick walls - as inside, style,
beauty and history coming together in perfect harmony.
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Kitchen /
Dining Room
14'8" x 24'5"
4.47 X 7.45m

Garden Room
711" x 150"
2.41 x 4.56m

Snug / Family Room
160" x 12110"
5.13 x 3.92m

Cellar
511" x 26'5"
1.81 x 8.06m

Sitting Room
15'5" x 16'5"
4.70 x 5.00m

Lower Ground Floor Ground Floor

Total Area: 3194 ft2 ... 296.7 m2

Bedroom
13" x 124" 4
3.43x3.76m

Laundry
Room
78" x 441"
2.34x1.51m

Bedroom
16'10"x 12'10"
5.12x3.92m

Bedroom
204" x 18'5"
6.20 x 5.00m

First Floor

This brochure, including the boundary and floor plans (not to scale), is a guide only and
nothing within it forms part of an offer or contract. All dimensions are approximate.

Bedroom
149" x 124"
4.49x3.76m

Bedroom
114" x 93"
3.46 x 2.82m

Bedroom
1310"x 13'0" 1
4.22 x 3.97m

Bedroom
204" x 12'11"
6.20 x 3.95m

Second Floor
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To discuss this unique home or one you wish to sell, please contact us.

Artistry Property Agents | 36 St Peter’s Street | Bedford | MK40 2NN
T 01234 889987 | E info@artistryproperty.co.uk
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