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' SEAL’S LINK WITH BYGONE CENTURIES

i

ANTIQUE HOUSE WITH
HISTORIC MEMORIES

ABODE OF MONKS:

VISITED BY ROYALTY

——

‘N AN ancient house whose walls
have cochoed to the foolsteps vl
‘ monks, whose oak beams have
:sucn the visits of rovalty, lies one ol
| Scal’s most precious links with the
‘past, one of its few remainng
remnants of bygone centurnes.

In it Qourishes a century old
business, the antique shop owned by
two brothers, Mr. A. D. Barbam and
Mr. W. Barham, who live in this
house ¢f memories, and carry on the
concern started by their grandfather
lin 1826.

The earliest records of this eld nouse
whichh 1 have been able to lind (writes a

« Qovenocaks News 7 reporter) dalte back W
he seventeenth ceatury, but therc can Le
no doubt ihat it is certainly much more
ancient than :at

When repairs were being carried out
sume vears agu, a valuable clue 0 the years
2f history which it nas seen was feund.

A stooe was discovered with the words
* Restored in 1633 ” engraved upon it

A: gne ume the Zouse Wwas monasict)
wilding Lelonging O the monks ol
lermondsey, and was still in existeuce @

district there can be no rloubt

|

L churcl)

the Llime of e neformalion,  wWhen
Henry VI was on the throne

That the house s vne ol the oldest In the
Thery
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maniy uld vak beams o charm

L ver ul antiques, ough ne aeca
venture 1ar inside the Souls Derare
coindises that he is surrvunded by evic
el antigulo)

1* 12 ulle vl waatl Wwas vnce a Buinknodl
beautiful and hastoric old houses standuyiy
mn Scal Mat.y are gone, but this si.il

r\.‘:”;‘n:“'
A curious fact abouut the construcliun o
the house w that 1t s Ludlt Jargely "
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Liinbers., There are a nember
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DOMNAS N whiich U cuinciaes remarkKaolg
vith the woodwork of the beautiiul wula
villaze church, in the shadow of whos:

tower it is situated.

The Kinyg post :n one bedroom Tears au
unusual sinularity w vuve :n Seal Caurca.

An cven more remarkable feaiure 1s A
rood beam which 1 was shown. IL wias
evidently voce a part of a2 church—and Seal
village church has no rood beam. Possibly
this was removed some time.
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front tu Luck, and Jd
the loul beam in the
DakK Deam runs tharoug:

Bul it 15 not un: v 1t
asell, and 1n 3
rumeiice anc history.
well they are found.

A QUEEN'S THROUNE

in the froat of Lie shop 3tands u gi.d«c
chair. ils tapestry faded. This was oncc "he
throne of Queen Caroline of Brunzwick
Queen vl George IV,

I saw many charming anuques icre—al
old door stop in the form of a stove, an
exact replica of that in Queen \ictorna’'s
-oom In K nsington Paluce. Llany :
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¢? the
aitigues In the showroom at K.nole Houso
nave come from Lhls shop.

A proud day in its hisory occurred s

Queen

recently as July this year, whnen

VMarie of Roumania paid = visit aod rmade
purctiases. Other famous visiiors have
included Princess Loulse, Duchess orf

Argvil. and the Duke of Wellington 'son o!
the famous Iron Duke).

And so this house has seen lhe chanzing
‘ace 0f the countryside arournd. and now
seands en the brink of e twenticth
century as cars dash by its windows. DBul
snce over the tireshold, there still remains
the dignity anc charoeter of olden days.




