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Extended, 19th Century Cottage, with 
Delightful Gardens and Paddock, 
Amazing Views, Annexe Potential and 
Huge Scope to Add Value 

A wonderful, unlisted, stone and old clay-tiled, 4-
bedroom cottage in the conservation area of the lovely, 
little village of Bletsoe, which has been extended into 
two former barns, such that one wing could become a 
self-contained annexe. With around an acre of delightful 
gardens and adjoining paddock, incredible views and 
parking for numerous cars, Old Rectory Cottage is now 
ready to welcome fortunate new owners who wish to 
refurbish the property to create something special for 
their family. 

While Bletsoe is surrounded by beautiful countryside, 
the village is only about six miles from the County town 
of Bedford, its fast trains to London in under 40 minutes, 
its music venues, theatres, cinemas, and its world-
renowned private schools. The catchment primary 
school is in nearby Riseley, while the secondary school, 
along with surgery, shops and Mill Theatre, is in the 
larger village of Sharnbrook on the other side of the A6, 
the road that takes you to Luton Airport and which 
gives you access to other major routes. A farm shop 
between Sharnbrook and Bletsoe is less than a mile-and-
a-half away. Rushden Lakes Shopping Centre is only 11 
miles. 

As the name suggests, your new home once belonged to 
the early 19th century Old Rectory next door and 
housed its head gardener. Both houses sit, peacefully, in 
a village full of historic buildings, not least the moated, 
medieval, manor house, Bletsoe Castle opposite, where 
Margaret Beaufort, the mother of Henry VII was born.  

Wander across the lane to Sunday service at the glorious 
C13th Church of St Mary, followed, perhaps, by lunch at 
the C17th Falcon Inn, where the garden runs down to 
the River Great Ouse. The thriving village hall hosts all 
manner of events for the friendly community, with the 
playing fields particularly popular with the children of the 
village. And you and your dog can enjoy fabulous, 
circular field walks.   

Some opportunities are even more exciting for their 
rarity, and this is the first chance for half-a-century to 
own Old Rectory Cottage. It’s not difficult to understand 
why. 
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AT A GLANCE 

   No upper chain / Unlisted / Around 1 acre / 2582 
sq.ft. / 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms – as follows: 

 Large main bedroom, with walk-in wardrobe and 
Bathroom 

 3 further bedrooms, including one downstairs (the 
door into which is the former barn door) with 
adjoining bathroom (with elderly person’s spa bath / 
Joule tank for bath is in built-in cupboard in 
downstairs bedroom) 

 Family Bathroom (upstairs)  

 Kitchen/Breakfast room, with original built-in 
cupboard 

 Pantry and Utility room (with Airing cupboard and 
door to front garden) 

 Garden Dining room, with door to terrace and 
small, drop-down table made with printers’ blocks 
(Room built in 1982, along with downstairs 
bathroom – see brick inscription in bathroom)  

 Sitting room, with open fireplace, recess shelving and 
French doors to both courtyard and terrace 

 Entrance hall, with understairs coat/shoe cupboard 

 Air-source heat pump to radiators / All window 
frames were handmade on site in 2016 

 Garage (ripe for conversion – plans have been 
drawn up for one scheme and there’s scope for 
incorporating the garage into a self-contained 
annexe) 

 Separate car port and parking for numerous cars 

 Gardens, paddock and copse of around an acre 

 Courtyard 
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FURTHER FACTS & FIGURES 

 BT superfast fibre broadband connectivity / Council tax 
band: F / EPC rating: F  

 Bedford Railway Station: 6.3 miles – fast trains to 
London: 39 minutes / Private schools in Bedford 

 Catchment schools; Sharnbrook and Riseley  

 Farm Shop: 1.4 miles / Co-op and other shops in 
Sharnbrook / Rushden Lakes Shopping: 11.5 miles  

 In village: Falcon Inn – 500 yards / Village Hall & fields 



 

 

 

Whether you come home to Old Rectory Cottage through 
its bespoke oak gate set in the old stone wall and through 
a delightful courtyard draped in wonderful wisteria and 
hydrangea, or you turn off the country lane along the 
woodland drive that winds its way through to the beautiful 
gardens and field beyond, your spirits instantly soar. 

Step into an entrance hall where you might find original 
quarry tiles beneath the carpet, and on into the kitchen 
and its remarkable, curved pantry, which leads through the 
utility to a hidden garden, complete with whisky barrel 
water butt, plum tree and ancient stone wall. Your mind 
may already be full of plans for your new home. 

This is a house that has evolved over some 150 years, the 
last 50 as a much-loved home to the same family, never 
losing its character, and gaining a wonderful family feel that 
is as much about boisterous children in a safe and free 
environment as it is about entertaining friends inside and 
outside. It’s a home that’s seen nearly 30 lively children sit 
down for birthday celebrations in the light-filled, vaulted-
ceilinged garden room, and the bespoke shutters closed in 
that same room for evening dinner parties. 

Old Rectory Cottage is a home with some amazing spaces, 
not least your main bedroom, with its vaulted and beamed 
ceiling, and views that will have you leaping out of bed each 
morning. And the beamed sitting room, where you can 
look forward to roaring log fires in winter and throwing 
open the French doors in summertime both to morning 
coffee in the cobbled courtyard at one end and evening 
glass of wine on the flagstone terrace at the other. 

Magnificent, bird-filled beech, oak and silver birch trees 
watch over the gardens and paddock, and a beautiful 
magnolia vies for attention with pretty flower beds in and 
around the lawns, one of which becomes a carpet of 
colour come spring. Look forward to summer garden 
parties. Children can play and build their woodland dens to 
their hearts’ content. A duck nests each year beneath the 
terrace jasmine before waddling back with its new brood 
to the Old Rectory’s pond - nature and family at one. 

You will certainly want to put your stamp on Old Rectory 
Cottage, maybe changing heating and other fixtures, and 
even extending further into the garage, perhaps - but what 
a dream family home in a wonderful setting you will have. 
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Area of House: 2351 ft2 … 218.4 m2 
Area of Garage: 231 ft2 … 21.5 m2 
Total Area: 2582 ft2 … 239.9 m2 
 
Outside Area: around 1 acre 

This brochure, including the boundary and floor plans (not to scale), is a guide only and 
nothing within it forms part of an offer or contract. All dimensions are approximate. 
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To discuss this unique home or one you wish to sell, please contact us. 

Artistry Property Agents  |  36 St Peter’s Street  |  Bedford  |  MK40 2NN 

T 01234 889987   |   E info@artistryproperty.co.uk 
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Agent note: the seller will insert a fair uplift clause to apply in the 
event of a separate property being built on the paddock. 


